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. Liot only ig performing ſundry exploits with 
divers Ruſſians about Lonnon, but alſo haw. 


h 
_valiantly-/fhe behaved herfelf in the. "NI of. 
'B ULLOIGN. 
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| Whete ſhe was born; bow. ſhe came to F,ondon 3,4 
| 4,7 and how ſhevuſed the Carrie. | 
BY Co OE, Ve | (7 5/91) $4.40 ol 
2 YL 7 , 1 _ F ; „ | | ; 2 . 11 Of 
©, IN the time of Henty the VIII. there was borg 
in Lancaſhire a raid for her ,ex/:efs of height 1 


1 


0 
1 


. 
"4 


AT. 
, 7 


. te man ſhe, made choice of to bring her vp, being 


that mucb deſired ay, ſhe obſerved her fellow 
./ travellers to grow fad; 


called Long Meg; at eighteen y ears of Ag 


would need go to London to ger ſervices Father i 


"Willis, the carrier, being her. acighbons, | was 
'. accompanied | with three or four laſſes | mare, 
After a long travel being come with in Gpht of 


g 


| mne demangeg ihe caulc 
of their beavineſs; one of them ige anfrer, 
becauſe: the carrier Was a hard maß Maped 
more money than they bad. ia their puff for | 
letting them ride a little on bis pack-fAdgte. 


Meg replied, if that be all, fear not, I will 


either ſpegk him fair, or fall upon him foully, 
that Iwill deal well enough for rhat- This pht 
_ them ioto ſome comfort 3 and as they were ig 
this diſcourſe, enteriog into St. John's freer, 


go + 


manding money for riding; what will you 
have quoth Meg ? Truly quoth he, ten ſhillings 


a piece, What, quoth ſhe, tis more money . 


than we have in our purſes; you are a merr 


"man indeed; we will give you a- gallon of wine, 
and make you amends hereafter when we are 


more ble is the mean time as an earneſt of it, 
you ſhall have of each of us a kiſs. At this the 
car ier ſtirmed, and Meg ſmiled ; which lo in- 
cenſs, 1 him, that he ſwore if they would not 


ay him he would cudgel ten ſhillings out of 


their boyies. I am content quoth Meg, and pul- 


ling apa Kaff ſhe did fo belahour him and his 
man, that We cried, for G—d's fake hold your _ 
hands. "Net 1, faid ſhe, unleſs you beſtow an 

Agel upon eich of us, for hanſel to our good 


Mek, and ſwe.'r cer you 0 London to get 
As al three miltreſſes. 'T carrier having felt 


the weight of her arm, thought it better to give 


three angels, that) receive ſo many blows as 


the would beſtow on him, and therefore not c- 
Iy gave them the money, but ſwore not to fe- 


move from London till Re had leen them all three 


in places. 


What ſhe did at her placing. ; 
Ar carrier having left his horſes with the 
1 three maids and ſome pert of carriage, 


went over the fields to the Eagle at Weſtminſter, . 


and finding the miſtreſs of the houſe fitting 
| in dcioking with Dr. Skelton, Will Summers 


* 


. 
. 


3 


from Idiogton, Father Willis came to them; dd 


ede. Fefe F. ot 


How the Carrier placed her io Weſtminſter ; and 


ad 
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three Lancaſhiie laſſes, and ſceing ſhe was often * 


deſirous to have a maid, the ſhould. now take her 
choice which of them ſhe would have. 
Truly, ſaid the gentlewomay,,. you come in 


right time, for I not only want a mu'd, but 


they began thus; Domine ! Domine ! What is 


you opinion? quoth the hoſteſs To Six James of 1 
Caſtile Aſk her ſaid he what the can do, and then Þ} 


I will give you my opinion; but filt aſk-what 


Will Summers thinks, Will Smil'd, and ſwore. | 
that his hoſteſs ſhould not have her, bot king | 
Henry ſhould have her. Why to ſaßs Dr Skel- | 


ton, becauſe quoth Will ſhe ſhall be kept for a 


.- breeder, if the king ſhould carry her to long 


Saunders of the court, they will bring forth 
none but ſoldiers. Her miſtreſs demanded 


what her name was, Margaret ſaid: ſhe, and 
What work can yon do? indeed I have been 
but little uſed tothe needle. but to waſh, wWring, 
brew, bake, or clean a houſe, I can do,  'Fhou 


art a luſty wench and 1 like you the better, for. 


T have a great charge, and divers "times iwag» 
gering tellows will not pay what they call for 
Muiſtreſs faid ſne, if ſuch a one come to me alone 
Fil make kum pay, if his cap be wade of wog); | 
or lend him as many cuffs as bis craig will cargy, 


That's true indeed, quoth the carrier; dud;wy 


poor carcaſe felt, be telling them how: the he4 
uſed him at his coming to London, Whereupgh: 
Sfr James; id a bravado, would needs. make n 
5 of her W and oed N 


N.“. 
1 * 


* l 
. anda Ws kale ht, called Sir James. Caſtile, 4 
he told her, that 25 nad brought up to Lo 


ad] 


| 
here are three gentleman that ſhall give their 


verdict of them. Wich that the waids were 
bid come in, and as ſoon as they ſaw Long Meg 


F 
1 


i 


\ 


e 


Me would exchange a box on the car with him 3 


| yes, ſaid ſhe, if my miſtreſs will let me; and fo 


| $$ oe me. o. choc · c- K 


Hood to abide Sir James's blow, forcing himſelf 


| to give one, with alt his might, yet the ſtirred 
not; and Meg gave him ſuch a memorandum. | 
on the car, that fell'd him down at her feet. 
By my faith, faid Will Summers, ſhe ſtrikes a 


blow like an ox, for ſhe hath ſtruck down aa 


als. At which they all laughed, and Meg is en- 
tered into ſervice. | a Mes ok 


A 


CRAP, ME wi 


= # n 


How ſhe / uſed one of the Vicars of the Church, 


.- that ſung Mafs, and made him pay his ſcore. 


* 
2 


her miſtreſs well, and for ber ſtrength 


Aud tallneſs, was called long Meg of Weſtmin- 
fer. One ef:the lubbers of the Abbey that 


uſes her miſtrefſes houſe, thinking himſelf to be 
ſomebody, had a great deſiie tg try her ſtrength, 
aud coming one froſty morning, with half a 


dozen of his aſſociates, whom he had made 


privy to his deſign, he called for a pot of beer, 


- which was brought, he and his companions ha- 
ving drank a while, he told Meg, that he came 


to clear his ſcore, and aſked what he owed. 


 Mep anſwered, five ſhillings and three-pence.. 


Five ſhillings and three-pence ! ſaid he, I tell 


thee; fou! fcullion, three ſhillings and a penny, 


and no more thou ſhalt have of me; and turn» 


ung to the holleſe, complained how ſhe had mii- 


* 
; WW x 
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NA 8 did fo beſtir herſelf that ſhe pleaſed 
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reckoned him.” Old Nick take me, quoth Meg, : 
if I have -mi{-reckoned the lubber loon one penu- 
ny; and therefore, Vicar, befbre thou goelt gut 
of my miſtreſſes door, I'l make _you pay every 


peany; aud with that ſhe reached the Vicar 
luch a box on the ear, that ſhe made him reel 
apain, The Vicar ſtept to her, and together 
they went by the cars. The Vicar's head was 
broken, Meg's clouts were off, ang the Vicar 
beld her by the hair, but the Vicar being ſhaved, 

Meg could not have that advantage, whereupon. 
taking him by his cars, and holding his head to 
à poſt, ſhe aſked him how much he owed her? 
Three ſhillings aud a ny, ſaid he, Then 
knave, quoth ſhe, I muſt knock out of thy bald 
pate, two ſhillings and two-pence more; and 


with that ſhe began to thump a plain ſong be- 


tween that and Mr Vicar's pate; but he feeling 


the fmart, cried ont in his treble quavering | 
_ voice, five ſhillings and three-pence. With | 
that te {wore ſhe would not let him go till he 
had laid down the money; which be did, and 
dy his friends was followed home with) Jeans: to 


his chamber. 


e denen 


Mee . | 
of the Skirmiſh between her aach Fil james * 
Caſtile, Spaniſn Knight; and 


at Was the 


end of their Combat. of 


A's, this while Sir James of Caſtile dib 
his ſuit ta bits miſtreſs ; but het r | 
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were ſet on Dr Skelton 4 whereupon Sir James 
being in a quarrelling humour, and coming 10 


her finding her. melancholy, ſaid, what ails you 


ſweetheart? hath any one wronged you ? if he 


hath [Il have him by the ears if he be the greateſt 


champion in all London, and make him under 
ſtand, that Sir James of Caſtile can chaſtiſe who - 


he liſts. Truly, ſaid ſhe, a-knave in à white 


fattin doublet hath abuſed me; and having no 
one to avenge my quarrel, I-thail know. by this 
that you love me, Where is he? quoth Sir 


James. Truly ſaid ſhe, he ſaid he would be in 
St George's Fields, Well do you and Dr Skel- 
ton go along with me and you » ſhall ſee how I 


wilt pommel the kuave. To this they agreed, 


and the miſtreſs having for that pur poſe diſ- 
guiſed Meg in man's apparel, and armed her, 


and ſent her before to St. George's fields; yon» . 
der quoth ſhe, ' walks the villain that abuſed me 
by the wind mills. Follow me hoſteſs, quoth 
Sir James, I will go up to him. But Meg paſſed 
as ſhe would have gone by. Nay, ſaid Sir James 


yon and I ſhall not part lo; I am this gentle- 
woman's champion, and flatly for. her fake 1 


| maſt have you by the ears. With that Meg 
drew out her ſword, and to it they went. At 
the firſt bout, ſhe hit him on the head and hurt 
him a little, aod oftentimes endangered him; 
at laſt ſhe ſtruck the weapon out of his hand, 
and ſtepping to him, drew a-poignard, fwore 

that the world ſhould not ſave him. O fave me 

Sir, ſays he, I am a knight, and it's but a wo- 
| man's matter, ſpill not my blood. Were you 


twenty knights ſays Meg, and were the king 


ö himſelf here, I would not ſpare your life unleſs 
von grant me one thing. Whatever it be, ſays  ., 
ir James. Tryly ſaid the, it is, that this nighe 


to) 


dt this woman's houſe you wait on my trencher- 
at ſupper, and confefs me to be your betters in 
; "ny part of England, 


This being yielded to, and ſupper voided 
Sir Thomas Moor, and others, were invited to 
make up the feaſt ; which Sir James obſerving, 


| he told Sir Thomas what had happened. Sir 
Thomas anſwered, that it was no diſhonour to- 


be foiled by an Engliſh gentleman, fGince Czfar- 
himfelf was beaten back by their valour, At 
this, Meg came in, having her man's attire on; 
on which Sir James ſaid, This is the vecitleman 


-. whoſe proweſs I highly commend. Whereupon 
Meg polling of her hat, her hair falling about her 


ears, ſaid, I am no more than Long Meg of 


Weſtminſter, and you are all welcome. At this 


they all fell a laughiag. However during ſup- 
per, according to agreement Sir James played 
the proper page; and Meg, having leave of her 


miſtreſs, ſar her majeſty. Then Sir James was 
diſgraced for his love, and Meg account a Cobh | 


per woman, 


$+$+4$++9$99 94645944 
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Meg's OY to a Balls 11 Weſtminſter, who- 


came to arreſt Friend of her's in her Miſtreſ- 
ſes Houſe. ; | 


A Bailiff having received gos: on pur poſe to 
arreſt an honeſt gentlemin in the houſe 


e Meg liv'd, and n the reſt of uy 
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eompany in the king's name, to ſec peace kept. 
Meg coming in, and obſerving the gentleman 
look pale, aſked what was the matter: O Meg. 
Lam arreſted! ſaid Meg and in our houſe, Wx 
ſays. (he, and turning tothe bailiff, this is an 
unbeighbourly part, to come to our hobſe and 
arreſt the gueſt; but ſince it is done, take an 
angel, and fay you did not ſee him, here are 
none that are blabs, hold your hand and take 
the money. No ſays the bailiff, I cannot do it, 4 
for the creditor ſtands at the door, bid him come 
in, ſays Meg, and we will ſee if we can make 
up the matter. 80 the creditor eame in, ang 
being very obſtinate, Meg made no more do, 
but rapped him on the head with a quart pot, 
and bid him go out of the doors for a knave, fay= -/ 
ing, he can but go to priſon, Where he ſhall not 
Hay, if all the friends I have can get him out, ' 
The creditor went away with a knock, ane 
the bailiff would have gone with his priſoner. 
Nay, quoth Meg, I'll fetch a frech pot and then "1 
farewell. She preſently came into the parlour + 
again, bringing a rope with her, and knitting 
her brows, - Sir knave ſays ſhe, L'II teach ou 
whilſt you live, to arreſt a man in my miſtref- .- ”! 
ſes houle, I'll make you a ſpectacle for all catch- 
poſes, And then ſhe fell upon him, and with 
the help of another ſeryant, tied the rope about 
his middle, and faid, away Sir, thift for yourſelf 
take no care I'll pay the bailiff his fees, I war- 
rant you, before he and [ part, Then ſhe drag- | 
ged the bailiff into the backſide, where there was 1 
| a pond, and having made him wade up to the 
chia, thro' it fix or feven times, and threatuingg 
| that ſhe would drag him thro' it again. After 
de came out, | ſhe fo paid him his fees with 4 
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keayy cudgel, that he lay almoſt dead, l 
Balli being ſo terribly beaten went away witk 


Ibis mends in his hands, for Meg was ſo N -4 
| N that no e hurt her. 
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e him and the en 


* 


' Meg moons with a nobleman, and how ſhe uſed 


- — —-— > —— 


Beg one evening that Meg being ina | 
frolickfome humour, put on a ſuit of man's 


*loaths, with a ſword and buckler, walked the 
ſtreets; and it happened that the ſame night a 
Young. nobleman eing diſpoſed to be merry, 
would needs go abroad with his man to fee 
| faſhions, and coming down the Strand, he e- 


ing up and down he thought to have a caſt at 


him ; and coming to him, ſaid, How now fellow, 
'F . Whither walkeſt thou? quoth Meg, to St. Nicho- 


5 las's, ſhambles to buy calves head. How much 
money, ſaid the , nobleman, have you in your 
3 purſe? Little enough, Will you lend me any, 
| 


of faid Meg? that I will faid hc, and putting his 


finger in her mouth, ſaid, there's a teſter. At 
this Meg gave him a box on the car, aud ſaid, 


| 


' there Sir knave, there's a groat for you. again, | | 


and nowT owe- you two-pence. 


«eve as they, and NON _ meſes and ws. 


* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ſpied Meg, and ſeeing ſuch a tall fellow ſwing- 1 


On which he | 
and. bis man drew their ſwords, and ſhe was as | 


—_— i 
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Wore them. before her, and houted them in 
u chandler's ſhop, and à conſtable coming iu 
put an end to the fray : and asked who, they 


— — Aw — oa 


they all pulled off their hats. Add what's your 
name, fays the conſtable ro Meg? Mine faid' 
me is Cuthbert A e Upon this the 

ſtable commanded ſome to lay hold of her, and 
carry her to the Compter, Meg out with her 
ſword, and ſet upon the watch, and behaved - 
herſelf very reſolutely; but th conſtable called. 
| clubs, and then Meg was fain to cry out, 

maſters hold your hands, I am Long Meg of 
Weſtminſter. With that they all layed and the 
' nobleman would needs have her, the conſtable and 
all thereſt to a tavern, and fo concluded the fray 
with a cup of wine. e 
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Long Meg goes a ſhroving, and as ſhe came home 
Fought with the thieves of St. James's Corner, 
and helped Father Willis the Carrier to his huge" 
/ aro ˙- oe ER N 
4 Go $1.8 SN $1443 805-24 Pos or 
A ND now not only the city of London and | 
£X Weſtminſter, but all the counties far aud 
near, rung of the manly} courage. and; liberality 1 
of Meg, inſomuch that all her friends in Lanca- 
Wire being amazed at it, and not kgowing What. 
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were, the nobleman told his dame, at whick 
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Judgment to give'thereohy; deſired Father its | 
the Carrier ro fe& her at his next Journey to 
* London qud to give thema true Account of that 
Mhh as fo Wonderful in the Report. Od 
n coming toffmdon, went firſt to the Laſſes 
that game vp with Meg; and the Places they 
dwelt in being in his Way, he took them along 
to Weſtmenſter al with him, and eg Was joy - 
ful to fee them. It ſo fell ont, tlist it Wos 
Shrove Nueſay, and Meg having full Liberty allo 
to go Abroad that Day, was going to make mer - 
ry at Arightsbridge, jult as the Carrier and thole- 
| + Wenches/camg in: the cook them along wich 
ber, and they ſpending much of the Day wien 
the repeated Diſcourſe af their Friendsin Lan- 
caſbier, tired the poor Carrier in being demand- 
ed again andagain how they did, made the Lime 


9 * 


| -.  ſaem ſhorter then it was, The Night growing 
: . - - J — 

| on, the Carrier and the two Laſſes were impor- 
| / tunate io be gone, and to ſet forth Meg, who 


| Vas loch to put her Friends to Charge, ſtaid 2. 
5 Uttcle behind ta diſcharge the Reckoling, and 
{| ©, promited ta overtake them. It was their For- 
tune a St James Corner, to meet with two. 
; .* Thieves, Who waiting for their Pray, fet upon 
\ „them, and took from the Carrier to the value 
x | * | of 4 Hundred Ma K, and from the Wenches. N 0 
their Gowns ,aud Purſes, Immediately Meg 
K came to reſtds ber Friends; the Thieves ſeein 
5 her in Woman's Habit, made full Account to 
i have ber Pürſe and Goon: but Meg ſeldom 
Wt * ciiig defence leſs, did fo lay abuut her, that the 
'\ | © # Thieves taking reſpite, or Breath, 'to)diher hat 
s the pas the ſtouteſt and taileſt Girl that ever 
4 | | 
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(14 ) 
they met with, and therefore, for her Sakey 
they bid the other Laſſes to take their Gowns 


and Purſes, aud fate well, and pray for good Fel- 


lows. Nay, you cowardly Knaves, quoth ſhe, + 
we mit not part fo; I muſt have. an (Hundred | 
Marks of your Fleſh, and therefore play me this 
fair Play, you are two to one, lay down y 
Hundred Marks to our Gowns and Purſes, and 
win all and wear all. Content ſay the Thieves, 
and. becauſe thou are ſo laſty, when, we have well 
; labnured thee, we'll turn her into thy Smock, and 
- let.ber go Home Naked. Do your word, quoth 
he; now Lafſes pray for me. With that) ſhe 
buckled wich theſe 1 Wo Knaves, and hurt the 
ene ſore and beat down the ther, that they in- 
treated her upon their Knees, to. fave their 
Lives. I will, quoth ſhe, upon Condition' | Any 
Condition, laid they, whatſoever. 7 ruly Alen, 
g Om ſhe, the Conditions ſhall be theſe 3 


1, That you. never hurt Woman, nor any Com- 


pany that Woman are in. 
2. That ya never hurt poor impotent Men, 
3. That you rob no Children nor Innocents. 


%% That you rob no Packmen nor Carriers; for 
© their Goods and Money are none of their own. 


5. That you rob no manner of diſtreſſed Per- 


ſons; but of this I give you this Exception, 


That as for thoſe that hoard up money, ſuch 


not, for they let the Poor want ; there- 


let on feel your Fingers, 


"> 


4 


by | 


(ts) | * 


Are you content, quoth ſhe, to agree to 
thoſe Conditions, We are, ſaid they ; 1 have 
no Back about me; becauſe you ſhall obſerve 
your Oath firm, ſwear upon the Skirt of my“ 
Tmoek. It prieved them to be diſgraced, . but 
Fear made them do any Thing; and taking up 


her Smock, they laid their Hands on it, and taid: 


10 Be we leaf, or be loath, 


By the Skirt of your Smock we'll veber break 


- ovr Oath. 
With that they kifſed her Smock, and roſe 


up, and Meg gave the Wenches their Gowns 
and Purſes, and gave Father Willis the Hundred 


Marks, ſhe bid them farewel, | 
The Men defiring to know who it was that N 


had fo laſtily beſwinged them, ſaid unto het, 


Nay, Miſtreſs, for all this Sorrow, let us have 
fo much favour at your Hands, as to tell us yours. 
Name, She {iniled, and made Him this Anfwer 
. ' : a 1 
If any one aſked you who curried your Bones. 
Say, Long eg of Weſtminſier met with you 
once. ö * 


At that they went away ſull of grief, that 


Woman had given them the Foil, 
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c HA P. VIII. 


i : » « as... 


Hou Harry the Haſtler was preſſed +. How he 
ed the Conſtable and Captain: And, bow ſhe 
doc Preſs money 10 go to Bullogag. 

I N thoſe Days there fell a great Strife be- 

A tween the French King, aud Henry King of 

England, 'who'refolved to levy an Army of men, 
ad to paſs unto France with a mighty Navy; 

for which there was a.,general Preis through 
England, and eſpecially in and about London and 
Weſiminſter. lu this hurly-burly it fell our, 
that the Conſtable of Weſiminſier preſt Harry 

- the Hoſtier, who was Servaut with Long Meg; 
who brinp loath to go, did fo prevail with Heg 
that ſhe began to intreat the Conſtable, - and to 

tell him that he was the only Stay of her 
Miltreſs's Houfe, and if he was preſyd, her 
Miſtreſs was undone All this could nor per- 
ſuade the Conſtible, but Harry wilt needs go. 
Wie reupon Meg ſaid, he fhould nat; and ſo hey 
grew to high Words, till Mig lenr the Conitable 
a Box on the Ear; at which the Street was ig 
tuch an Uproar, that the Canſtable was beaten 
tor the pre {hag af a Man, the Caprain heatin 
this, came down himſelf, and demanded who h 
ſtruck the Conftable. Indee!, quorh Meg to 
the Captain, it was I, and wers it not that I 
love all Soldiers, bonour a Cap:ain, &c. 1 wou'd 

trick the too. At that the Captain laugh'd, 
Nay, never laugh, quoth Ag, for 1 dare do as 
much as auy in the 4roop, gicher in advancing 


8 F 
mf cours, toſſing my Pike, or diſcherging a 
Piece For Proof, quoth the, (ſnaching a Caliver 
out ofone's Hard that ſtood by) fee how well 1 
can both charge and difcharge Which ſhe per- 
formed with ſuch Rendineis and Dexterity, 'thar't | 
they all wondered at her Aud therefore Cap 
tain, quote ſhe; preſs not our Man; but if yon !! 
need mult have one of our Houſe, ge mne 
Preis- aονœ y, and I will go under your Colourt! ' 
At this alfdaugh'd out-right, and the Captain 
give her an Angle; whereupon, 2ccordifip; t 
promiſe, ſhe made Proviſion for her Paſſage, 
| and went. with them to Bg. 
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Hwy [be beat the Prenchmen fromthe" allt of 
"Bullogn, au behaved herfelf /o wadliantly, - 
that the King had ſettled Eight. pente a Day * 
LIN fe Having pee oper the des 
' encamptd before ae Wich Place he; 
won, fo that he became 'ably{ute Mater of the. 
Town, arid plac'd a Garrifon in it; whereupon” 
the Daupbin of France catie down with a rest, 
Power and lay before Builogn; and*one* Night 
taking Advantage of the ite, "he'flew one of, 
the Centint s, and was diſcoveredby the Watch, 
Who ftraäght did beat an Alarm; but ey wirhin' 
were ſo ſound afle+p, that they made bur tte“ 
Haſte to relieve them. Mrg being 1 Lawndreft* 


, WS 


| in;the Tourn, and up late at Work, did re/ſe the. | 
| Reſt. of the Women, and: with balbert in her 


| | ſhe did beat the French. from the Walls, before 
the Soldiers in the Town were ready at their! 


- Litetime did allow her Eight-pence a Day. 


— _— — 
7 


), 


Hands came to the Walls, on which ſome of the 
French were eatred : where the demeaved her- | 
felt ſo ſtoutiy, and cauſed her Women Soldiers | 


to throw down Stones and ſcalding Water in is ; 


[| 
great an Abundance, that, maugre their Teeth, | 


Arms, and at the. Sally, ſhe was one of the for- 
mot, with her Halbert in her Hand to follow-. 
the Chace. The Report of which Deed being 
come to cog Knowledges of the King, he, for her 


eee ee NN 
CHAP Xx 0 


Of. the Combat ſhe bad auiti a Frenchman before: 


he walls of Po. * We the ol 
of" the Cambat. At 


+ 4 


D URING the Time of theſe Tranſations- 
there was a Frenchmen, who in bis Brava- 
„ would often any 224 Shot, andtofs the 
Pike, and ſo. go his Meg oblerving his 
Pride. defired that Doe might be ſent to lig- 
nity that there was a young Strippling, a private 
Solcher, that at Paſh of Pike would try a Veio 
ich. him. Upon . this it was agreed, and a 
tace ?ppoimed between both arnyues, . Where | 
5 ſhould meet, and fghi it out to Death On | 
the ſet Day the Frenchman came in all Jollity,,, 


and toſſed wy Pike before the Walls. Meg being 


yet becauſe he had 


41 4999 
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ready, went to meet lim, and without day SSH 


tation, fell to Blaws 4 aud after 2 Jong and 
dietperate Combat Meg overthrew him; and 
Pulling out her Scymmeter, cut of his Head; then 
out her 'Bodkin, her Hair ſelf about her 
Ears, whereby rhe Frenchman perceived me was 
a Wontati; and the Eaglifo giving a great Shout, 
Meg by a Drum ſent to the Dacia his Soldier's ' 


r 


Head, and ſaid an ging liſi Woman ſent'it; The 


3 ene 


8 OOTY 


en eee 
| into England, r 


erwards behaved. berſelf to 


me married a 


7 


Dauphin did highly commend” her, and ſent ner 
mo" leſs: N 161 pidgen her 


IKE Wars > being * AY | 
came £0 her old Refidever i in Woſtminſter | 
proper tall Man a Soldier, who 
uſed her very well, and ſhe retuned him all 
Odedience, coveting nothing but his Content; 
Lend wh what Exploits the had 
done, and how Man like the was, he on a time [4 | 
2 her aſide into a Back- chamber, and ſtrip- 
her unto her Petticoat, deliverd her one 
| „ and 400k another himſelf and told her that 
HR he heard ſhe: was ſo Man- like as to beat 
all ſhe meet with, he would try her Manhood 


(20) 

and therefore bid her take which 8 mne 
would. She replyed nothing, but was ſorre -- 
ful, and. held down ber Head. Whereupon he 
gave her three or ſour Blows, and ſne in all 
Suh miſſion fell down upon her Knees, deſiring 
him to hold his Hand, and pardon ber, f . ; 
quoth he, why take you not the Stick? Huſband, * 
guoth e, whatſoever I have done to others, it 
behoveth me to be obedient to you; and never 
ſhall it be ſaid, though I cudgel a Knave that 
wrongs, me, that Long Meg ſhall be her Huſband's : 
Maſter; and therefore, uſe me as you pleaſ, / 
At theie words they ..rep good e and 
never qparrelled any” more, n f 


EE EN E beter 
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How: the "uſes the ſaucy and angry "ne Ui 
Epping in Eflex. W 


E G going on Foot one Day yy Candy 
of Her Neighbonrs to make metry in EYES. g 
it peing a great Frott, and Hone With them bur a a 
young Stippling of fourtcen Years of Age, it 
chanced they meet by Epping Mill," Where the 
Miller looking out (for the ind blew fair, end 
the fails. vent metrily) the Boy WB WA A Wag, ' 
thonght.tohave been merry. wich the Mer, and 
theretore he called to him, Put out, put out, 0 
Miller put out; What hall I pat ont, Boys aid | 
the. Milet, Truly, fad the Boy, a Their -s Head, 
and a Dbeif's Pair of Ears: put out Miller, put 
o. oe t bis * Miller, 1. 2 great Rage 


( 21 ) 


*ame down and beat the Boy, but M-g ſteppꝰd 


Tg him, and would have ſtaid his Hand, upon 
which the Miller lent her three or for good 
Bangs over the Shoulder. Meg felt.it ſmart, 
and petting, in with the Miller, did wring the 
Stick out of his Hands, with which ſhe cudgelled 
him to ſome Tune; and when ſhe had done, the 


_ lent the Boy up the Miller's Stairs for an empty 


Sack, and put the Miller all into. it bur his 
Head, and then fattening him to,the Rode 


.wherewith. he pulled up the Sacks, ſhe _hanled 


* 


him Half. way, and there let him hang, the poor 


Miller cried out for Help, and if by forge his 
Wife had not come, he had been almoſt killed, 
and the Mill (for Want of Corn) ſet on Fire. 
This Meg plauged the ſaucy Miller of Epping. 


KE £44 DOOCODOS: 
CHAP. XII. 


Of the mad Prank ſhe play'd with a Waternian of 


' Lambeth. 


Na certain Time Long Veg h Oecaſion 

to craſs the Water wita a Sculler from 

W:-/l minſter'; when ſhe was landed, -ſhe bbe- 
ally drew ont her Purle, and gave him a groat : 
and for all the had dealt fo very franbiy with 
him, he withour Reajon, aud very nngenerovlly, 
began to prumbie at her; which the hearings 
came back again, and demanged to knew ,to 


winch ot them the bad bebaved herſelf io very 


* 
we 


| ( 22 } 
in as to deſerve to be grumbled at, er even ſo 
much as a Hum at their Hands; every Man ex- 


cufed himſelf, for ſhe was indeed beloved of them 


all: But at laſt one of them very flatly faid, 
That is was he that brought her over. Then, 
Gentlemen, faid ſhe, give me Leave to revenge 
my own Wrong. They all replyed, do wh-t 
you will. With that ſhe ſtepp'd firaiglt to him, 
and with a ftretcher, beat him til he was not 
able to flir. After that ſhe tied him by the 
Middle to the Stern of the Boat, with a great 


| Rope, and then taking the Sculler herſelf, the | 


towed him over at the Boat's A--e, and ſo croſy'd 


the Water once or twice; aud when ſhe hid 


thoroughly waſhed. him, ſhe landed him at V. 
minſler, and bid him to remember how he abuſed 
an honeſt Face; and taking a Piece of Chalk, 
wrote on a Wall hard by the Stairs: | 


\ 


If aby Man aſk who brought this to paſs, 
Soy it was done by tall Lancaſbire Las. 


a. 


FFC 


How ſhe kepi a Houſe at Illipgicn, and what Laws 
ſhe had their to be objerved , 


9722 Marriage; ſhe hept a Public- houſe 
of her own at //lington, to which reſeried 


- 2 . 
Som ͤ em Y —_ 


more Gentlemen, Gentlewoman, anddivers brave 
 Courtiers, and other Men of all degrees, than 
to any other Houſe. By Reaſon of which, her 
Houſe being much ſpoken of, rhe Conſtable one 
Night came to ſcarch, and would not be anſwer- 
ed, but muſt needs be an Eye Wirnefs of what 
Gucſts were in her Houſe. Whereupon Meg. 
in great Choler, did ſtart up in her Smock, and 
taking a great Cudgel in her Havd. She open- 
ed the Door for the Conſtable, and ſaid, Come 
in, Maſter Conſtable, and let me fee your war- 
rant tor what ſuſpected Perſons you ſeek for in 
my Houſe. Take heed you go not an Inch be- 
yond your Text; for if you do, were a you Con- 
{table of Velvet, 1 will ſo labour you with my 
'Cadgel, that never conttable was becudgelled 
ſiuce Mington ſtood; and when you have done 
you ſhal| carry none out of wy Houſe this Night, 
tor I will be anſwerable for all that are now in 
my Houſe. The Conttable ſeeing her ſo ſtormy 
and frown, and likewiſe fearful of her Baſtina« 
does, told her quie ly, that he would take her 
Word, and lo departed. 
„ 
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Meg (beeauſle in her own Houſe) would have 

Device above other Victuallers; for ſhe ſurpaſ- 

: ſed them all in Company, which ſhe hung up 
overa Table, and wherein was centained the 
follwing Rules and Orders. | 


4v upon his Bick that he end be N of, 


9 
5 


1 * 


* 
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: N ir ge man 'uly hio the Field 2nd Rent a But. 


DER 8 356: er bn 1. 
le. nſtom e of N N . 
late of ren now of Par. th 2. | 


H A 2 har Gentſemen-or 8 d | 125 
5 come into her Houſe and had any” 


Charge abam Him, and made it privy. t6- hei, bt 
my withe Houſe it he Jolt it there hy ange e: 
1 ne „Gd re p. Vit bf fe deeper, 
Wt it be did, nov rev it, ar afrer- Yay he wat 
- robbed; he ſhall have ten Buitinartors, with! 4. 
| Cuoge), and after tori eu out o Ders. 


2, That" "whoſoever came in and dalle f för | 
Mear,. pd had no Money4o piy or it, ſhould” 
have 2 Hood B * on the Er, and a C oa mate. 


ER be duns ed to drink "no he huts, 
"That If ary s good 'Fel'ow A Al; -b8. 
"v4 ww His Cat, that he was 9 id, n . 


NI ti *. he bie have wy 'B. 
Ereezcdlt, 2nd Macy i 
i to hie C:\lin$ we 


| full N 1 


| 


EF That If any Roma came in; 2110 a f 2 7 
lev oulr Brawl, An I whe n ne bed 107 ne, woul N 


d nh Long Meg, the Vos of the H "he + 
ep dry- 5 at him, Ele ta warult nia ee 
N r 
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4 e "whoetoever cime it and et med 
Vest, abc had u Money pay tor it, "ſhould*' 
babe 3 ood; Bux 500 the K r. 25d a C 4 992 
upon his Bick tar he Wabld be taken her er 
4 da er ve hath! ed 40 drink mo 3 
en W good 'Felow + Tm ul; ? 

. e Dat, "that he wat Wifiugey"ond w _- g > 
Nc. he Wood babe his B ls fullof Me 1 
| Pcencolt, arid vr acy i 4 Put "Tg . 1 wy 

\ 


| 185 Weit ny to bits aun. % 


WS - 
: 


| . M e. wht : 14 
A 955 nit any Rifiin came in, en! nada "ta 
128 _— e Brawl, and When he . wolte 
ie Fc man any 0 rhe Field; nd fipnr a Bur it 
e Inh Long Ag, the MA 65 of be Hur 
2 1 2 ap him, and 10 wacht hwy dur e 


"nM 5 1.8 99 $5.4 Fl 4: 2: N er 

| | EE 4 8 6 W 7 n £4 WE bobby gf WET 

| een 400 A Took Drgers, 125 2 Ly 

oY =o Houle, web 70 * wier. » 1; 725 
3 5 1 1 * * 


0 
\ 
* 
X ; q 0 * 8 \ * 
445 4. ®.; Ms 4 2 1 * ” o 1 4 a 9 Fo bs © + p * 
1 * * : - as, v7.5 
J. v » of : , » \- 7 * 13 vv —_—_— g 4 4 - +& 3 - At 
, »* #7 l 1 


4 N . . , * LEY : 
"— i hs. 1 * ; wum w 0 16 4 ”" i, (40 
TI M pry + * : V bs i BY "3 . Tie? > 4" * „1 
N . . bl 7. 8 


Wii TOA NN 4 1 * 1 8 eee — 


— — — 1 


1 
* 
% 


"The LIFE 1 e, , 45 


. o N M EG 


| — nn ny 17 


| * 


WESTMINSTER, 


* 1 3 1 ws — 


c ON T ATINTNG. | 
The Munxxr PRANKS ſhe play'd in 1 Life- 
time, not only in performing ſuudry Fxploits 
with divers Ruftans about London; but alle 


of Bullogn. 
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how valianily ſhe bg e at the Wars 
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22 = — bow ſhe come. ve 16 Lone, end * | 
be uſed the Carriers 2 N 4 


T* che 1 of Henry the Villth, * was 488 | 
in Lancaſhire, a maid (for her excels ia height; 
called Long Meg ; at. eighieen years of Ape the, 
would needs 89, to London to get ſervices. Father 
0 Willis the catrier, belag her ncighbgur,, was: he vl 
mau the made choice of to bring ber up, belog 
accompatied with three, ot four laſſes more, Af. 
ter 4 160g travel, being come at laſt Ie N 
of that much deſit'd city, ſhe obſer bed her Klo 
, travellers to wax fad; the demanded the qauſe 44. 
their heavineſs; one of them made aniwer;, Be. 
cauſe the carrier, being à hard man; 'deaianded- 
more money than they had in their purſes, for 
letting hem ride a little on the pack- -faddle, Meg 
refliek, bhat be "; fear dot, L will cither * 7 
0 py bim 


— 


- 


1 
a 


a 


14 3 


him fair, or fall upon him ſo fouly, that 1 will 


deal. well en augh ſor that. This put chem info; 


ſome comfort, aud as they were in their diſcourſe; 
Entering into of John's ſtreet from Iſliogton, Fa- 
ther. Willis came to them, demanding mag kot. 
riding. What will you have ? quoth Meg. Truly, 
ſaid he, ten ſhillings a-piece. What, quoth ſhe, 
tis more money than we have in our purſes : you 
are a merry man indeed; we will give you a gal- 


lon of wine, and make you amends hereafter, | 


when we are more able; in the mgan'time,” as an 
earneſt of it, yon ſhall have of every one of us a 
kiſs. At which the carrier ftormed, and Meg 


ſmiled, wbich ſo incenſed him, that be fwore TT 
they would not pay him, be would cudgel ten 


ſhillings our of then bones; IL am content, quoth 
Meg, and raking a ſtaff into her hand, ſhe did ig. 
belabour him and bis man, that he. defired hor for 
G—'s fake to ha! her hands. Not I, quoth ſhe, 
unleſs you beſtow an angel on. each of us for hag, 


ſel to our good luck, and ſwear ere you depart! 


London, to place all theee with miſtreſſes; The 
carrier biving felt the weight's ber arm. thopg bt. 
it better to give three angels, than: to recelys 15 
many blows” as ſhe would beftow” on him, 5nd, 
therefore" not obly gave them the money, 


ſwore not to rempve trom A RR a had = 


dam, A three placed. 
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| SSSSI>SEDS- S | 
"CHAP. It. 


How the une 22 ber in elner wid what 


E carrier having ſet his bestes with the 
three maids, and ſome part of his carriage, 
'over the Felde io the eagle at Wellminſler, and 
finding the miſtreſs of the houſe frtijog and driok- 
ing with Dr Skilton, Will Summers, and a Spaniſt 
Knight, called Sir James Quſtlle, he told her, that 
he had brought, up to London three Lancaſhire 


_ Jaffes, and ſeeing che was often deſicous to ha ve a 


maeid, ſhe Wauld naw take her choice which of 
them ſhe fhould hate. Troly, - quoth the gentle- 
woman, yon come in good time, for I not only | 
want a maid, but here are three gentlemen that"! 
ſhall give me their virdict of them With that the 
waids were bid to come jn. As ſoon as they. ſaw | 
ong Meg, they began to ſmile, and Dr N 
iu nis merry vein, bleſſiog bimſelf, began thus: 
Domme ! Domine F ? 


| Whar 1 is Jour, opinion? quoth, the boſle(s t. to Sir 


James of Caſtile. - Aſk her, quoih he; what ſhe can 
do, „ F will give you my opinion? but 
firſt aſk whit Will Summers thioks.  WHI fmil'd 
and ſwore that his. hoſteſs: ſhould not have her, 
but King Henry mould buy her. Why ſa? re- 
ape Dr Skelton 4 bechuſe, quoth Will, me ſhall 
kept for a breed; for if the Kin ould marry 
her to Long Saunders of the Court,'t hey wall dieß 
forth none but ſoldiers. Her miſtreis A 
what her name was. Margaret, forfooth, 'quork 
. Vas work can you do? Se ualwered, 
A 3 5 "that: 
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that he had boeh but Helle pſed 46 tbe needle, 
but to hard labqyr, as to wach, to wring, to 
brew, to bake, to make ctean a houſe, or or any 
Juch drudgery. Thowy art, quoth the. hofleſs;'a 
juſſy wench, and 1 like thee. the better, for I 
have à great charge, and divers times 7759 
fellows will not Pay. 1 what they call for 

tres, 21 ſwered the, if ny ſuch' come to me 6 4 
It make bim pay, if k's cap be made of wool, 
or lend him as many cuffs as his craig will carry. 
That's true indeed, quoth the carrier, and way 
poor carciſe. felt, and, told them how - ſhe had 
uſed him ar bis coming to London "Whbercapon 
Sts James, in a bravado, would needs make an 
experiment of her ſtrenght. and aſked. her if ſhe 
duſt exchange a box on the ear with him? Yes, 
quorh ſhe, if my miſtreſs will give me leave; and 
© ftood to abide Sir James's blow, and forcing 
Himfelf to give ber a blow with all his might, yet 
the Hirred not at all ; but Meg gave him ſuch a 
memorandum on his tar that fell'd Sir James down 
at her feer, ' By wy faith, fays William Summers, 
the firikes a blow like an ox, for ſhe hatb ſtruck 
down au als. At which they all l and 
Meg was entered into ſervice. | 
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How he uſed one of the Vicars of the Church that fung 
, and made bim pay hi. Scores. 
rc did fo beſtir herſelf, that he pleaſed her 
| miſtreſs well, and for firength and Tallneſs 
was called Long Meg of Weſtminſter. One of 


the lubbers of the ert that uſed her miſtreſs's 
& . 
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houſe, thinking himſelf to be ſomebody, had a 
great deſite to try her ſtrength, and coming” öde 


troſty morning, with half a dozen of his aſſoci- 


ates, whom. he had made privy to his deſign, he 


called for a pot of ale, which being brought, and 


he and his companions baving drunk a while, he 


told Meg that he came to clear his ſcore, aud 


aſked what he owed, Meg anſwered, five (hil- 
lings and threepence, Five ſhillings and thiee⸗ 
ace | quath he; I tell thee, foul ſcullion, oe 
ut three ſhillings and à penny, avd no more thau 


fore thou goeſt out of my miltreſſes's doors, VI 


make thee pay every. penny; and with "thai the | 
reached the Vicar ſuch a box on the ear that hes 
made him reel again. The Vicar'ttept to her, aud 


together they went by the ears. . The, Vieste 
head was broken, Meg's clouts were off, and the 
Vicar held her by the hair; but the Vicar being 


ſhaved, Meg ' conld not have that advantage z. 
whereupon taking him by both his ears, and hoid- 


ing his head to à poſt, ſhe aſke# him now. much 


he. Fhben kuave, quoth ſhe, I muſt knock out 


of thy bald pate two ſhillings and two-pence more; | 
and with that The began to thump a pleja ſobg | 
between that and Mr Vicar's pate, but he tet hing 
the ſmart, cried out, ip his ebe quaverivg voice, 


Five ſhillings aud tficee-pence. With that the 


ſwore ſhe would not let him go till he Had laid} 


. ſhalt have of me, and tor bing to his hoſtels, came | 
plained how: ſhe had mii-reckoned him. Old Nick 
take me, quot Meg, if I have miſ-reckoned the 
lobber toon one penny, and therefore Vicer, be- 


he owed her? Three fhiliioys aud a penny, laid} 


down the money; which he did, 4ad by his friends 


was followed home with jects to his chamber. 
ns a dh 
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| 1 a Spaniſh Knight ; and what was the End of nei 
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67 the feirm " Between her and Str — ir ga 


' Combat, 


were ſet on Dr Skelton, 'whereupon Sit James 
being in a quartelling bumonr, and coming o 
ber, findivg ber melancholy, faid to her, What 
.ails you, ſweetheart ? Hath any man wrobged 
Jou? If he bath, VI have him by the cars, be he 
the proudeſt champion in London, aud make bim 


bo derſtand. that Sir James ot Caftile can chaſtiſe 


.whom he liſts. Truly, quoth ſhe, a knave in a 


Mbite. Tattin doublet hath abuſed me; and hav- - 


"ig no body to avenge my quarrel, I ſhall know 
by this that you love me. Where is he? quoth 


[Vir James. Truly, quoth ſhe, be ſaid he would 


1 be in 8 George's Fields. Well, ſaid he, do yan 
and Dr Skelton go along with we, and you chall 
"fee bow 1 will pommel the knave. To this they 


apreed, and the miſtreſs having for that purpoſe 
diſguiſed Meg. in man's apparel, 489 armed her, 
"and ſent het before hand to St George's Fields; 
Vonder, quoth ſhe, walks the villain that did abote 


me by the wind-mill. Follow we, hoſtels, quoth 


Sir james, I will go to him. But Meg paſſed as 


though he wonld have gone by. Nay, ,quoth Sir 


James, you and I ſhall not part ſo; I am this gen- 
| Mewoman's companion, and flatly. for her ſake muſt 
bare you by the ears. With that Meg drew out 
her ſword, aud to it they went? At the firft 


bout Meg bit him on the bead,Favd hurt bim's 


\ little, 


A LL this while Sir James of Caſtife continued 
| his ſvit to her miſtreſs; but her affectionps 
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little, and oftentimes endangered bim it the lat, 
ſhe ſtruck the weapon out of his hand, flepping in 
upon him, drawing her poviard, ſwore that all 
the world ſhould not ſave him. O fave me, Sir, 
quoth he, I ama Knight, and it $$ wet 4 Woman's 
matter, fpill. cot my blood; Were you rwenty 
Knights, quoth Meg, zod were the King (inelt 
dere, 1 would not {pare thy Hfe, unleſs thou gragt 
me one thing. Whatſoc ver it be, qiurh Sis James. 
Truly, quoth 4be, that this night, at this wo» 
man's houſe, thou Walt an. my trancher ay ſupper, 
and confeſs me to be thy batter in 30 ground ia 
Ing. 9 > IN 1 

This being yielded. to, and ſupper, provided, 
Sir Thamas Moor, and divers others, weremoxiacd 
to make up the feaſt ; which when Sir James law, | 
he told $ir Thomas Moor what had hape Sir 
Thomas Moor anſwered, That it was no Siche- 
neut to be toiked by an Engliſh. gentlewan,” ine 
Czſar himſelt was beaten beck by their \valoun, 
At this Meg came in, having her Man's attire aug 
Sir James. ſaid, 1 bis is the. geutileman, whoſe 
proweſs I bighly recommend. W hereby Meg pul- 
ling off her hat, her hair falling about her cats, 
faid, And am no other than Long, Meg of Well. 
minſter, and ſo you are all weleome, At that they 
all tell a laughing. How ſoever, during; (upper 
(according to agreement) Sir James . play'd the 
proper page; and Meg having leave of her-miſtre(s, 
lat in het Majeliy... Thus Sir James was diſpraced 


for his love; and Meg atterwards accounted 
pioper, WO. It Rel 
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How ſbe uſed a Bailiff of i miner, that came into 
der Miflreſi's. Houſe and arrefted one of ber Friends. 

WB having for that purpoſe received forty 
4 ſhillings, arreſted an honeſt gentleman in 

the ſame houſe where Meg lived, and defired the 
| "reſt of the company, in the King's name, to ſee 
Peace kept. Meg coming in, and obſerving the 
gentleman to look pale; aſked what was the mat- 
ter O Meg l quoth be, I am arreſted, aud ut> 
| tet ly undone. Arreſted ! quoth Meg, and in our 
*houfe! Why Maſter Bailiff, this is an unneigh- 
bourly part, to come into out Houſe and arreſt our 
| "goeſts, ' but frace it is done, take an'anget and ſap 
|| you faw him not; here are none that is blabs, hold 
| your: hand and take the money. No; quoth the 
| Bailiff, T cannot do it, for the Creditor ſtands at 
tte door. Bid bim come in, quoth Meg, and we 
Will fre if we can make up the matter, So the Cre» 
| - dfter came in, but being (ound very obſtinate, =P 

mide no more ads but rapped him on the” hea 

With a quart pot, gnd' bid him go our of doors for 
a knave; quoth ſhe, He can but go to priſon; 
here be ſhall got ſtay long, if all the frienus 1 

eve can feteh him out. e e 
The Creditor went nway with a knock, and the 
|  Balliff would have gone with bis priſoner. Nay, 
| quorh Meg, Ti fetcha freſn pot to drink with him, 
aud then farewell She preſently came into the 
parlour again, bringing a great rope with her, and 
itting ber brows: Sir knave, quotu ſhe. ; will 
„ e e | learn 
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learn thee whilſt tbou nun to ure 2 man in tn 

miſtre(s's houſe; I'll make you a ſpectacle for a 
ſuch catchpoles And with thar ſhe fell upon hie, 
and with the help of another maid, tied the rope 
faſt about his, middle, and ſaid, Away Gr, ſhift 
yaurlelf, take no care, 1 will pay the: Bailiff; his 
tees, I warragt you, before he and I part. I bes 
ſhe dragged the Bailiff into he backſide, where 
there was a pond, and having made him wade up 
to the chin through it ſix or feven times, and 
tbreaie ned that ſhe. Would drag bim through it 
gala. After he was come forth, he. fo paid him 
his Fees, with..2 heavy cudgel, that he lay a 
dead. The Bailiff beipg fore beaten, went away 
with his, meods in bis hands, for Meg was ſo'gev 
necally beloved, that none gdidmrQole with her. x: 
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Row k met ith a F god how 955 10 ha. 
| 0K bim and the Watch. 37 t. 


T' thanced Set evening: that 1 ta A bone. | 
forme” humony, diff put ou à fair of man's ws 
parel, add -with*fword and buchler walk”, the 
ſtreets; the ſame night it fell ut, that a young 
Nobleman being diſpoſed to be merry, would need 
go abroad with his man to fee faſhions, and comnyg. |. 
down the Strand,” de eſpied Meg, zud fecing fuck. 
a tall fellow ſwinging up add downy'nhoughr to 
have a caſt at him; and coming. to him, Row pow, 
fellow, guoth be, whither. walkeſt thou?” Woy, 


to St ee a ſhambles, * 0 bur 
N ME cr calves 
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calves heads. | How mu money, quoth the No: 
bleman, haſt thou in thy parſe? In truth, quoth 
Meg, little enough, wilt thou lend me ary ? That 
1 will, quoth the Nobleman, aud putting his 
fager in Meg's mouth, faid, There's à teſter. 
Wneteopoa Meg up wlih her Kft; and took him a 
box on the tar, and ſaid. There, ſir knave, there's 
a groht for you again, and now 1 owe you two- 
pence. Wherenpon the Nobleman drew, aud his 
mad too; and "eg was as active as they, and to- 
gether they did go. aud Meg drove (hem before 
her, and houted. tho into'a* Chandler's ſhop,” id. 
fomuch that be conſtable came in 40d ptr an eu 
to the Fray ; and having aſked whit they were, the 
Nobteman' told bis name; wherent they alf put off 
their caps! And hat is your name? quoth the 
Couſtable to Meg Mine, quoth ſhe, is Cuthbert 
Carrypkosve. po this the Conſtable comma ded 
ſome to lay hold on ber, and carry her to the 
Compter, Meg out with her ſword, and fet up- 
on the Watch, and behaved, herſelf yery reſolutely, 
bv: rke Conſtable called For ctubs, and then Was 
Meg fain to cry out; Maſters, hold your hands; I 
am long Meg of Weſtminſter. With that they alt 
| laid, and the Noblemin would needs have her, 
the Conſtable, and, all the reſt, to the. T wers, and 
conclude the fray.) in 2 up. of wins, ad eter} 
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K that Cut ve ens 1; HT 60 een, 
a au Meg. went 4 ſbreving. and as {be came home! 
, ' fought with the Thieves. at dt Fums:'s tarncr, and: 
- epd. father Willis the carrier to his bundredmarkss 


is A ND now e not ooly the cities of Londob and 
Weſtminſter, byt all the countries far apd,” 
re rear did ting of the manfy'covrage and liberal i ty 
of Meg,” Tak much that all her friends ia Lapca- 
uf tre being amazed” ar, and nat knowing what, 
© adgwent to give thereon, deſifed, father Willis, 
6 the carrier to'ſee her at his next journey, ig Logs: 
don, and to give them a true account of that Which 
It OY was (o wonderful in therepart. ON Wills COIs. | 
ing to London, went, firft, to the lafſes that camg. 
ap with Meg; and the places they dwetr in, being, 
in bis way, he took them along o Wes mige 
with him, ad Meg was Jjoytul t, ſee them. 
* ſo fell out, that it Was Shrovg Tueſday, and Meg 
bazing full liberty al{6 to g0 abroad, that day, Was: 
going 10 make merry àt Koightihridge, juſt.as the, 
carrier: and thofe wenches cache in; the wok them, 
along with her, by che ſpending mach , of the; 
day with the repeated Bifcoueſe of their friends in. 
Lancaſhire; tited the poor carrier in being de- 
manded again und apgath how they did, made the » 
time ſeem ſhorter than it was. The night grow- 
icg on, the carrier and the two laſſes were impor- 
tunate to be gone, and to ſet fortho Meg; who was 
loth to put her friends to charge. ftaid a little be- 
nd go. diſghargs. the reckoning; -andbpromiled to 
overtake them. It was their fortune at St James's - 
60 'F- | ol cot net 
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corber, to meet with two thieves, who was wait. 
ing for their prey, ſer upon them, and took from 
the carrier to the value of a hundred marks, and 
from the wenches their gowns aud purſes. Im- 
mediatel Meg came to reſcue her friends; the 
thieves ſeeing her in woman's habit, wade full 
account to have ber purſe and gown; bot Meg 
ſeldom going defenceleſs, did ſa lay abont her, 
that the thieves taking reſpite, or breath, told her 
that (he was the RouteN and talleſt gu). that ever 
they met with, and therefore, for her ſake, they, 
bid the other laffes to take their gowvrs and purſes; 
and farewell, and pray for good iclows... Nay, 


ſo; 1 muſt have an hundred marks of your, fleſh, 
and therefore, play me this fair play, you are two, 
to one, lay down your bundreg, marks to our gowns; 
aud purſes, and win all and wear all. Content, 
| fays the thieves; and becauſe thou art fo. luſty, 
when we have well laboured thee, we 1 turn her 
into thy ſmock, and let thee Bo home naked. Ds; 
your worſt, gnoch ſhe ; now laſſes pray for me. 
With that tbe buckled. with theje two kDa ves, and 
hurt the one ſore, aud beat down the other, that 
they eutreated ker upon their knees, to ſave their. 
lives. I Will, quoth ſhe, 5 N conditien. Any 
coodlition, laid they, What oever. Truly an. 
5 quoth ſhe, the conditions mall be. thele Yi 


"Wh That you never bat ome, nor any com. 
ey chat W 


. That 20u never bar koer ; impotent mens 
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2 * ; 425 3. That 


cowardly koaves, quoth ſhe, we muſt. not part 


an, af, oy wo 


a 


3. That you rob no children ner innocent 


4. That you rob no packmen nor carriers ; for 
their goods and money are none of their own. 


5. That you rob no mander of diſtreſſed per- 
ſons; but of this | give you this exception, Tbat 
as for thoſe that hoard up money, ſuch ſpare not, 


for they let the poor waat ; ee let them feel 
your fingers. | 
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Are you content, quoth he, to en to this 
conditions. | We are, ſaid they ; I have no book 
about me; but becauſe you ſhall obſerve your oath 
tit m, ſwear upon the ſłirt of my (mock. © It grievod 
them to be diſgraced, but fear made them do any 
„ bing: and taking up her (mock? e 1 cm 
o, lands on it, and fad. 


9 » 44 x3 - & od tbe Son. co 
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8 Be we leaf, or be loath, _. 1 
„ By ns irt of your ſmock we'll as” er break dur 
2 Hat , 


r 1 12 
0 With that they ed bs fork; and raſh up, 
„ ad Meg gave the wenches their gowns and 9 | 
d. id gave father Willis the huodred marks, and bid 


t hem farewell, 1 | 5 
1 The ances dfiriog to LEED wh 200i 555 bad; 


„ I ni beſwinged them, - ſaid. anto her, Nay 
Fer r.iftreſs, for all this forrow, let us bave-ſo much 
our at your bande, as to tell us Jour name. Wy: 
* miled, and made him this ausehen N 5 


If any one alkes you who Fake your . | 
Say, Long Mas « of Wann met. ;whh 188 | 


2 


Ones. 
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At that they went away: full of grief; that « 
Woman had given them the foil, 9 1 


eee amen denon. 
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Hou Harry the Boller was preſſed: Heu /be uſed. 
the Conſtable and Captain ; And how ſhe. tack Preis- 
money te go to Bullogn. | 


= thoſe days there fell à great ſtrife; between 
the French, King; and Henry King of England; 
who. reſolved to levy an army of men; and to 
pais into Ecancc with a mighty. navy; for which 
there was a general preſs through Eugland, aud: 
eſpecially ju aud about London and Weitminſter, 
in this hurly-burly it fell out, thatithe' cooſtable: 
of Weſtminſter preſt Harry the hoſtler, who was * 
ſervant with Long Meg; who being loath to gg, 
did fo prevail with Meg, that ſhe began to, intreat 
the conftable, and to.tell him, that he was the 
only, ſtay. of ber miſtreſs's houſe, aud if he was 
prels'd, ker. miltreſs was undone. All this could | 
not perſuade the gogſtable, dut Harry muſt;needs- WM: 
go Whereupon Meg ſaid, he ſhould not : and fas Wl 
they grew to high words, till Meg lent. the con» te 
lll ble a hox on the ear; at which the ſtrect was Wet: 
ia ſach, au uproar, that the conftable was beater . 
for the preſſing of a man. The Captaifi bearing Wt 
this, came dow himſelf, andiidemanged Who ee 


as 3 as AS Lþ-& n 


had ſtruck the conſtable. Indeed, quoth Meg to . 
the Captain, it Mis I, and were it not that L love 10 
all ſoldiers, banbar 's Captain, & IL Would fiiike re 


the to. At that che Captaln ladigh'd!! Nay, ne- 


ver laugh, quoth Meg, tor I date do as "Such AS 


* an 4 


20y in the troop, either in advancing my colours, 
toſſiag my pike; or diſcharging a piece, For proof, 
quoth ſhe, (fnatching a caſiver out of one's hand 
that ſtood by) fee how well 1 can both char ge and 
diſcharge 3 which ſhe per tor med with ſuch readi- 
neſs aud dexterity, that they all wondered at her. 
And therefore Captain, quoth ſhe preſs not our | 
7 man; but if you needs muſt have one of our 
houſe, gier me preſs- money, and I will go under 
your colours, | At this they all lavgh'd outright, 
and the Captain gave her an angel; whereupoti, 
according to promiſe, ſhe made provißon for her 
paſſage, and went with them to Bullogu. 


MONCTON 
n. A f. . | 


Heu fbe beat the Frenchmen from the wall; af. 
Bullgn, and behaved herſelf js valiantih, that the | 
King had ſettled eight-pence a day upon her for 
en. i r 


2 Henry haviug paſſed over the ſea, he en 
N camped before Bullogay which place he 
wot, ſo that he became abſolute maſter ot he 
town, and placed a garrivon in it g Whereupes 
the Dauphia of France came down with a great 
power, and laid before Bullogu; and ont night, 
taking advantage of the time, he flew ope of tne 
centinels, aud was diſcovered by the watch, wha | 
ſtraight did beat au alarm; bur they within were 
ſo found 'afteep,” that they made but little haſte tic 

relieve them. Meg, being à lawudreſs in the 
tows, and r the toſt = 


Q@ » Sonny UoCaing gen 


ww * 


— ww AO IR”,  EWC.MS 


— 


* 


n) 


- *the women, and with a halbert in ber hands 


tame to the walls. on which ſome of the French: 

were entered; where the 'demeaned herſelf fo 

' Routly, and cauſed her women ſoldiets to throw 
down ſtones and ſralding water in fo great an a- 
dunbance, that, manpre their teeth, ſhe did beat 
the French from the walls, before the foldiers in 
the town were ready at their arms, and at the 

- ally, ſhe was aue of the ſoremoſt, with her hal- 
bert in her band to follow the chace, The. rc- 
port of which deed being come to the knowledge 
of the King, he, for her apy nt. _ allo Neg 
eight-pence a day, 
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a combat ſbe had with 4 Frenchman befare the 
wallr Bal cen, and what was the ue of” the 
comibat. 


URING the dime of theſe ee there 

was a Fieachman, who in his bravado, 
would often come within (hot. and tofs. the pike, 
and ſa ngo his way. Meg obferving his pride, 
deßired that a drum might be ſent to ſignity that 
there wis 2 young firippliog, '2 private. ſoldier, 
that at puth of pike would try a vein with him: 
Upon this it was agreed, and a place appointed 
berween both armics, where they ſhould meet, 
and fight it out to death On the ſet day, the 
Frenchman came in all jollity, and toſſed his pike 
before the walls. Meg being ready, went to mee: 
bim, and without any ſalutation fell to blows; 
aud 118 A * * deſ 1 88 combat, Meg ovet 


ihrer 


het . * "up iS bold his band, and, 


19 


threw him; and pulling out his ſcymeter, cut off 
his head; then taking out her bodkin, her hair 
dell about her ears, whereby the Frenchmen per- 
ceived ſhe was a woman; and the Engliſh giviog 
2 great ſhout, Meg by a drum ſent to the Dauphin 
his ſoldier's head, and faid an Engliſh woman 
ſent it. The Dauphin did highly commend” her, 
and ſent her no leſs than one hundred crowns tor 
her valour. 


CHAP. xt. 


Haw coming into England, ſbe was married. and bo 
foe afterwards behaved herſelf to her 1 8 


k 

HE wars of France beiog ended, Meg came 

to her old reſidence in Weſtminſter; ſhe” 
married a-proper tall. man, a ſoldier, who uſed 
her very: well, and the returged him all obedience, 
coveting nothing but hie contkut; yet becauſe he 
nad heard what exploits ſhe dad done, and how 
man like ſhe Was, he on a time called her güde 
ato 2 back- chamber, and ſtripping her ipto her 
perticoat, delivered her one Haff, and took anos. 
ther himſelf, and told her, that becauſe be heard. 
{he was fo man-like as to beat all ſhe wet wih, 
he would try her manhood, and therefore bid het 
take which cudgel ſhe would. She revlied no- 
thing, but was ſorrowtul, and held down ber 
dead. Whereupon be gave her three or four . 
plows, and ſhe in all ſubmiſſion fell down upon 


pardon 


6 20 ) 

pardon her, Why, quoth he, why take you not 
| the ftick? Hulband, quoth Me, whatſoever I have 
| done to others, it behoveth me to be obedient to 
you ; and ncver fhall it be faid, though cudget 
a koave that wrongs me, that Long Meg ſhall be 
ker huiband's maſter ; and therefore, uſe me as 
you pleaſe. At theſe words they grew good 
| friends, and never quarrelled any more. 
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How foe aſed the ſaucy and angry Miller of Epping, 
| : in Effex. | 


ME going ov foot one day with ſundry of 
her neighbours to make merry in Eſſex, it 
being a great fioff, and none with them hut a 
young. flripling of 14 years of age, it-chanced 
they me! by Epping mill, where the Miller look- 
ig our fer the wind blew fait, and the fails 
went merrily) the boy, who was à wag, thought 
to have been merry with the miller, and there» 
fore he called to him, put out, put ont, Miller, 
put out; what ſhall 1 pur ont, boy? {aid the 
Miller; truly, ſaic the boy, a thie''s head, and a 
thief's pair of ears ; put out, Milter, pur out. At 
his the Miller, in a great rage, came down and 
beat the boy; but Meg flepp'd to him, and 
would bave flaid his hand, upon which the Mil» 
ler leut her three or four good bangs over the 
|» ſhoutfers Meg felt ic (mart, and geuting' in with 
ths Miler, did wring the Aick out of his _ 
. ; | vi 
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with which ſhe cudgelled him to fome tune; nd 
when ſhe had dane, the ſent the boy up the mils 
icr's ſtairs for an empty ſack, aud put the miller 
1! ioto it but his head and theo filtening bin ts 
the rope wherewith he pulled up the facks,' ſhe 
hauled him halt-way, and there let him hang; the 
poor miller cried out for help, and if by fortune 
ais wife had not come he had been almoſt killed, 
and the mill {for want of corn ſet on fire. TR 
Meg plagued the fancy miller of Epping.” 
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Of the mad prank e play'd with a mau of | 
. Lambeth, | | 
'S a certain time Long Meg had occafion to 
croſs the water with a ſculler from Weſt» 
wioſter; when the was landed, ſhe liberally diqw 
out her pucle, and gave him a rroat; and forfall + 
me had dealt ſo very frankly. with him, he, wirk- 
Hot reaſon, aud very ungesctouſty, began to 
grumble at her; which ſhe bearing, came b 
gain, and demanded to know to which, at them 
he had behaved herſelf fo very ill as to deſerve to, 
be grumbled at, or even fo. much as a hum at their: 
hands; every man exculed bimielf, tor che was; 
indeed beloved of them alls But, at daſt one of. 


them very. flatly ſaid, That it way he ther brooghk 
her over. ben, geotlemen, ſaid ſhe, give ms 
leave to revenge my oon wrong. They: all wack 
ray do what you. with With that e 
alghet 
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&raight 70 him, and with a ſtreicher, beat him 
fill he was not able to ftir. After that ſhe tied 


hic by the middle io the ftern of the boar, with 


2 great rope, and then taking the ſculler herſelf, 
ne towed him over at the. boat's ae. and fo 
&rals'd the water once: or twice; and when ſhe 
had thoronghly waſhed him, the landed him at 
Weitmiaſtcs,; and bid him 101emember how he 
abuſed en boneſt face; and taking a piece of 
Chalk, wrote on wall hard by the fairs : 


If any man aſk who brought this 10 paſs, 
Say it was done by.a tall Lancaſhire laſs. 
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Sew ſhe kept 4 ; houſe at flingten,. and what laws for 
had there #0 be ob/erved, > 


FTER murriage, me kept a public-hooſe of 
. her own at Iſlington, to which reforted more 
genilemet, gentlewomen, and divers brave cour- 
tiers, and other men of all degrees, than to any 
other houſe By resſon of which, her houſe: 
being much ſpoken of, the Conſtable: one night 


came to ſcarch, and would not be auſwered, but 


muſt needs be an eye-witnels of what gueſts were 
in her houſe. . Whereupon Meg, in great choler, 
did ſtart up in her (mock, and taking a great 
cudgel in her hand, the opened the door for the- 
cohſtable, and ſaid, come in, maiter Conſtable, 


|  anid ler me fee your warrant. for what ſuſpected. 


e you ſeck He ia my houſe, Take beed. 
. | | Joy 
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708 go not: aninch beyond your» text; for if you 
do, were you a; conſtable of velvet, | will fo ber 
about you with my cudgel, that never conſtable 
was becudgelled fince Hington ſtood; and when 
you have done, you ſhall carry none out of "my 
houſe this aight, for 1 will be anſwerable for all 
that are now in my hoals, - The conftable teetng 
her to ſtorm and frown, and likewiſe feartul of 
her baſtinadoes, told her quietly, that (= Towle 
take her word, aud ſo de parted. 

Meg (becauſs in Her o. bouſe) ba ** a 
device above other victuallers, for ſhe furpaſſed 
them all in company, which the hang vp. over a 
table, and wherein was vontained the follow ing 
Rules and Orders, 1 | 
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RULES and ORDERS ee be ao/erved by the Cen- 
tlemen, &c. Cuſtomers of Long. iet. late of e 
miuſter, now of iflington. | + 


HAT what gentleman or yeoman did come 
into her houſe and had an charge about 

him, and made it "privy e ber, or” any io the 

houle, it he loſt it there by any veglect, ſhe would 
repay it before he departed ;- bot if he v0 
reveal it, aad after ay he vn tobded, he hall 
have ten baſtinadoes e a. cullgel, you man 
uraed out of doors 


2. That whoſoevet came in 100 called for Donn. 
aud had no-money to pay for it, ſhould have # >; 
good box on the ear, 229 2 ele made upon bis 
back, that he ſhould be taken notice of, and dever 7 
be ſuffered to drink more in the boule. 3 
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1 3. That if any good fellow came in and bes 
walled bis caſe; that he was hungry and wanted 
money, he ſhould have his beily fall of meat at 


free coſm and wonoy in his 5 7778 aud of that a0. 
ons to hie calling 


4. That if any ruffian came ing and made ah 
ae brawl, and When be had done, would 
not go zuanſully into the feld, and fight a bout 
or two with Loog Meg, the maids of the houſe 
dan, dry - boat dans and o thruſt bin our of the 

Oors. | 


© Theſe and many fuck orders had : | 
boule, which kept it quiet. : is hex 
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